April, 2009

Presidents Messa@
By Jeff Turi

Thanks to many club members for
contributing to the Chapter Collaborative.
Extra Special thanks go out to Steve Childers,
our Collaborative Chairman, and to Walt
Coker who have spent the last few weekends
putting the piece together. The stack-up
tolerances caused a few problems but nothing
that these two were not able to overcome.
The "officia Unveiling" of the Chapter
Collaborative could be at the May meeting so
hope you can attend.

The May meeting will feature a few short
demonstrations about surface coloring. Ron
Wilson does very nice work adding color to
some of his pieces (just check out the great
work he did with the drop-in funnels on our
Collaborative piece). Selecting the right
wood, preparing it and getting an even surface
are not easy so | can't wait to see how he does
it. | have recently done some experimenting
with ebonizing and bleaching techniques and
will share with you afew tricks | have learned.
See you then.

Visiting Demonstrator

Andy DiPetro was our visiting demonstrator
for April. Andy specializes in deep hollowing.
Something our members have been asking to

Andy provided the following as examples of
his turnings. Look at the beauty displayed in
the end gain hollowing.




Andy has an engineering background and his
approach to woodturning is as detailed as he
must be when plying his trade.

Andy spent a good amount of time talking
about how to find sources of wood. He carries
achain saw in his trunk all the time, so he can
take advantage of the opportunity to harvest a
piece of wood when it is avallable. Many
times the wood is hauled away or shredded, if
you don't take it then.

Andy explained where on the tree he has found
some of the most interesting figure.

As he showed in the drawing above, there are
places on the tree there is a good chance to
find highly figured wood. The point where the
trunk joins the roots is one of those locations.
Also, around the limbs or a burl are locations
where figured wood is available. The more
you study trees and the more wood you
harvest, the more likely you will come to
understand what a tree will provide.

Andy also taked about the thought process
and decisions that go into the turning of a
hollow form. It isimport to follow a series of
steps to give you a picture of the final product
before you start. If you start a project without
going through process as the one below, then
you are driving without a destination.

Once the design and planning process are
complete, Andy began describing preparing
the wood. First he described and showed us
how he begins to select the piece of wood heis
going to turn by taking a sample at the end of
the log and using a spray bottle wets the wood.




