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Woodturner Andy DiPletro holds one of many Bnished pleces as he tals about his hobby, which has lad ham 1o conveet his basemeont into a studho

Finished pleces
including bowls
and vases grace
o shall in
DiPsetro’s home
(above). Two

Wil 58S |r.qr~.:|
show off the
beauty of wood

He creates
beauty from
downed trees

By Linda Wondoloaki
BOT stafl writer
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First'it was the pens and key
chains, then came the bowls Snd
small vises

Seated st the dining room table -
another woodworking projoct
Burlington Township resident Andy
DiPietro cradled his prized 13-inch-
high, hollow-form vase

*This is the most favorite thing I've
ever done,” said DiPietro, 49, whose
home is filled with the woodtuming
prapects he has crafted during the
past three years or so :

Completed 1% months ago, thi
11%-inch dinmeter, the spaltesd maple
burl vase features n 1/8- inch wall
thickness — a challengnng endesvor
in the world of woodtuming, The
is sell-descriptive, referming to a pieoe
of wood or log mounted on a lathe
that is shaped by a stationary tool
while revolving or “turning” on the
lathe

*The beginning of the process is a
log.” snid the eraftsman, who =ifts
through piles of discarded logs at the
township's recyling centor in search of
pieces that be can transform into
works of art on his lathe

*It's a green hobby, if you think of

term

it. The wood is destined for the land-
fill or the recvele pile.”

Not Just any mece of wood will do
however.

“You're looking for wood with a lot
of figure,” said DiPjetro, who works as
a serdor mechamical engineer ot ARP
Induction in North Brunswick, where
hi designs foundry equipment
Chunks of Red Muple and Norway
Maple, for example, can develop such
a “figure” just by laying around in
moisture lor o whald

“When it sits on the ground for any
period of time, fungus will attack it
and add these beautiful block lines to
it, so the wood beautifies with age. It
pevds moisture,” he said

The effect is known as spalting
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TOnGirales shapas a 0 of wood using a lathe and chise
The crafter demonstrates how he shapes a peece of : ' | $
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said DiPietro, and timing is kev

'"-_'.'ml let it po too long, it rote. It
starts to tear. If it tears, then its fire-
wood,” he said,

Plus, said DiPetro, “You don’t want
to take too much wood it rots. You
must use it within gix months, Thens
a tendincy to always take too

“My favorites are maple, walnot
cherry and holly. The holly tree is
while (wood )"

Burl, an abnormal growth that
sprouls on tree trunks or branches
another “prize” for woodworkoers, [hP:
ictro said. “It happens only about 5
percent of the time.”

His aim: *I'm looking f
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